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Our One Object: To Win Souls
 
We take for granted that the object of the Christian ministry is to convert
sinners and to edify the body of Christ. No faithful minister can possibly rest
short of this. Applause, fame, popularity, honor, wealth-all these are vain. If
souls are not won, if saints are not matured, our ministry itself is vain.
 
The question, therefore, which each of us has to answer to his own conscience
is, “Has it been the end of my ministry, has it been the desire of my heart to
save the lost and guide the saved? Is this my aim in every sermon I preach, in
every visit I pay? Is it under the influence of this feeling that I continually live
and walk and speak? Is it for this I pray and toil and fast and weep? Is it for
this I spend and am spent, counting it, next to the salvation of my own soul,
my chiefest joy to be the instrument of saving others? Is it for this that I exist?
To accomplish this would I gladly die? Have I seen the pleasure of the Lord
prospering in my hand? Have I seen souls converted under my ministry? Have
God’s people found refreshment from my lips, and gone upon their way
rejoicing, or have I seen no fruit of my labors, and yet content to remain
unblest? Am I satisfied to preach, and yet not know of one saving impression
made, one sinner awakened ?”
 
Nothing short of positive success can satisfy a true minister of Christ. His
plans may proceed smoothly and his external machinery may work steadily,
but without actual fruit in the saving of souls he counts all these as nothing.
His feeling is: “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ
be formed in you” (Galatians 4:19). And it is this feeling which makes him
successful.
 
“Ministers,” said Owen, “are seldom honored with success unless they are
continually aiming at the conversion of sinners.” The resolution that in the
strength and with the blessing of God he will never rest without success, will
insure it. It is the man who has made up his mind to confront every difficulty,
who has counted the cost and, fixing his eye upon the prize, has determined to
fight his way to it — it is such a man that conquers.
 

 
NOTE: The above text is just an excerpt from the book “Words To Winners Of
Souls”. 
For a complete copy of the 97 page book in PDF format click HERE.
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