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16. Am I dealing with the sins in my life that
God is revealing to me or am I running from
God's will like Jonah did?

Prov 3:6 - In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own
eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

17. Am I really prepared to accept God's will
and act on it? Have I counted the cost?

Luke 16:10 - He that is faithful in that which is
least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust
in the least is unjust also in much.

Luke 14:28 - For which of you, intending to build a
tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?

18. Am I ready and willing to be counted as a
fool for Christ and to suffer persecution for His
sake?

1 Cor 4:10 - We are fools for Christ's sake ...

Matt 5:11 - Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake.

19. If I am undergoing hardship or some trial,
would God be glorified if I was delivered from it
right away or if I endured it patiently a bit
longer?

2 Cor 12:9 - And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities. that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.

20. Am I redeeming the time and being a
profitable servant by what I am doing or
planning to do?

Eph 5:15 - See then that ye walk circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time
because the days are evil.

Titus 3:8 - This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they
which have believed in God might be careful to
maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable unto men.

21. Am I concerning myself with things that only
God can know?

Matt 6:34 - Take therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.
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WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW ABOUT
GOD'S WILL FOR US?

A. People in the Bible did not know God's will
for everything:

Paul regarding his plans to visit to Corinth:

1 Cor 4:19 - But I will come to you shortly, if the
Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them
which are puffed up, but the power.

B. Even if we attempt to do something that is in
agreement with scripture, it may not be God's
time:

Eccl 3:1 - He hath made every thing beautiful in his
time ...

C. There are specific things that God does not
wish us to know. He just wants us to love Him
and to trust Him to care for us.

Rom 11:33 - O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

D. God wishes to bless us as we do His will:

Deut 28:1 - And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt
hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy
God, to observe and to do all his commandments
which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy
God will set thee on high above all nations of the
earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee,
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God. 3 Blessed shalt thou
be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.
... 9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people
unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou
shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy
God, and walk in his ways. 10 And all people of
the earth shall see that thou art called by the name
of the LORD:; and they shall be afraid of thee.

Summary:

God's will for us is always in agreement with His
word. He does not spell out every decision for us.
Rather, He expects us to have communion with
Him through prayer and through an intimate
knowledge of the scriptures so that we will make
decisions in our lives based on our knowledge (as
imperfect and as incomplete as that may be) of His
commandments in the Bible.

Ray Kane - 4/12/97

For more information:
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Determining
God's Will

? ?

?;?

"Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is."

[Ephesians 5:17]

How do we know God's will for our lives? Is there
some magic formula? Can we really know what
God expects of us in every situation? In Ephesians
5:17 above we are commanded to understand what
the will of the Lord is. We will see that our ability
to obey this command is a function of how much we
study the Bible and how much we learn from our
studies. God expects us to apply what the Bible
says, to individual situations in our lives as noted in
the self-examination below.

Determining God's will - a self-examination:

1. Is what I am planning to do in agreement with
scripture? Have I searched the Bible for
guidance?

Psa 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.

Psa 119:5 - O that my ways were directed to keep
thy statutes!

Psa 119:24 - Thy testimonies also are my delight
and my counsellors.

Psa 119:30 - I have chosen the way of truth: thy
judgments have I laid before me.

Psa 119:133 - Order my steps in thy word: and let
not any iniquity have dominion over me.
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2, Have I prayed for wisdom about the decision I
am struggling with?

Matt 6:9 - After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.

Col 1:9 - For this cause we also, since the day we
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Php 1:9 - And this I pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all
judgment;

3. Will my actions show that I am conformed to
Christ? Am I planning to do something that
would delight God?

Rom 8:29 - For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren

John 8:29 - And he that sent me is with me: the
Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please him.

1Thes 4:1 - Furthermore then we beseech you,
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as
ve have received of us how ye ought to walk and to
please God, so ye would abound more and more.

2 Tim 2:4 - No man that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

4. Will I be honoring God and will my decision
reflect that I am putting God first in my life?
John 8:50 - And I seek not mine own glory: there is
one that secketh and judgeth.

Matt 6:33 - But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.

5. Will I be benefiting the body of Christ or
harming myself?

1 Thes 5:11 - Wherefore comfort yourselves
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.
6. Will T be in agreement with the advice of
mature godly Christians?

Prov 11:14 - Where no counsel is, the people fall:
but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.
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7. Will I be doing something that will renew my
mind or pollute my mind?

Rom 12:2 - And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of vour
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

8. Will I be showing people that I have a humble,
servant-like attitude?

Rom 12:3 - For I say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think ...

Matt 23:11 - But he that is greatest among you shall
be vour servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted.

9. Will it be something that leads me closer to
God and will it reflect His holiness in me?

1 Thes 4:7 - For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness.

James 4:8 - Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.

10. Will I have perfect peace about what I am
planning to do?

Isaiah 26:3 - Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth
in thee.

11. Will my actions show others that I am an
uncompromising, heavenly-minded man or
woman of God?

1 Tim 4:12 - Let no man despise thy youth; but be
thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
John 13:15 - For I have given you an example, that
ye should do as I have done to you.

1 Pet 2:21 - For even hercunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps

12. Will I be indicating to others that I have a
hunger and thirst for righteousness?

Matt 5:6 - Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
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1 John 3:10 - In this the children of God are
manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever
doeth not rightcousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother.

1 Pet 2:24 - Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were healed.

13. Is my intention to really please God and put
Him first or are my motives selfish?

Matt 6:33 - But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you

1 John 2:15 - Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.

14. Is the purpose of my actions or plans to bring
glory to God?

2 Cor 10:17 - But he that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord.

1 Cor 10:31 - Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

Col 3:17 - And whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him.

Col 3:23 - And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord, and not unto men

1 Cor 6:20 - For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God's.

15. Could it be that I am having trouble seeing
God's will because I am resisting God's efforts to
purify my heart?

Matt 5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God.

Psa 66:18 - If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me

Matt 5:23 - Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath
ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before
the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.



