ARE YOU FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT?

Are you really filled with the Holy Spirit? Now | don't mean do
you make some unintelligible sounds that some people call a
prayer language, trying to justify this activity by misinterpreting
scriptures, ignoring Paul's statements like: "There are, it may
be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is
without signification. Therefore if | know not the meaning of the
voice, | shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that
speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me" [1 Cor 14:10-11] Nor
do | mean do you perform miracles, because this is what Jesus
had to say about those things: "A wicked and adulterous gen-
eration seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given
unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas." [Matt 16:4] What |
mean is, does the Spirit that is in you produce the fruit of a
true believer in Christ?... "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law." [Gal 5:22-23]

Do you care about being obedient to God's word more than
about experiences and miracles? Really? Do you keep this
commandment: "And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, | will dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will be their
God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and | will receive you" [2 Cor 6:16-17]? Many
Charismatics prefer unity over doctrine provided the people
they are in unity with have had the same experiences (tongues
and other signs and wonders). Many Charismatics think that
Catholics are saved by virtue of them having a tongues speak-
ing experience, meanwhile they are still worshipping idols, like
the eucharist (wafer god) and Mary (Rome's Queen of heaven).

(side 2)

Charismatic tongue speakers should examine themselves and see
if they need to address some questions about their behavior, name-
ly, would God want us to:

1. distract others when they pray? (1 Corinthians 14:32-33 & 40)
2. pray meaningless prayers? (1 Corinthians 14:9-15)

3. be preoccupied with the spiritual gift Paul considered the least of
the gifts?

4. think we are more spiritual because of some gift we have?
(Proverbs 16:18-19)

5. think that God is holding back a gift from those who don't speak
in tongues? (1 Corinthians 12:4-11 & 30)

6. think that we are not complete in Christ unless we speak in
tongues? (Colossians 2:10)

7. be unsatisfied with what God has already given us? (Phil 4:11)

8. think we are blaspheming God if we question the authenticity of a
tongues speaker when what we are doing is testing the spirits? (1
John 4:1)

9. delay winning souls until we've had a religious experience (ie.
power from on high)? The woman in John 4:29 did not delay.

10. cause division by making others feel we are not all equal in
Christ? (Romans 16:17-18)

11. misinterpret scripture like Joel 2:28 which was already fulfilled at
Pentecost (see Acts 2:17)?

12. be attracted to churches full of signs and wonders rather than
those preaching sound doctrine? (2 Timothy 4:3-4)

13. live by our emotions and experiences rather than by the Word
of God? (Matthew 4:4)

14. unite with idol worshippers (Charismatic Catholics) who refuse
to leave an idol worshipping institution? (2 Cor 6:16-17)

15. add to God's word by our own utterances and interpretations
'from God'? (Revelation 22:18)
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