
The Homecoming 

"And he [Jesus] said, A certain man had two sons:  And the 
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion 
of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
living.  And not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living.  And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he 
began to be in want.  And he went and joined himself to a 
citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine.  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  And when 
he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  And am 
no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy 
hired servants.  And he arose, and came to his father. But when 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  And 
the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  But 
the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put 
it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and 
be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry." [Luke 15:11-
23] 

(over)  

(side 2) 
Do you want to be greeted by God in heaven like the father in 
the story greeted his wayward son?  The only other option is to 
hear God say:  "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" [Matthew 25:41].  
This is what everyone will hear who does not repent of their 
sins.  To repent, means that you come to the point in your life 
where you realize that YOU are no better, in God's eyes, than 
the wayward son described in the story.  You need to throw 
yourself at the mercy of God, as the son threw himself at his 
father's mercy.  You have no other hope of entering heaven.  
You have no other option.  God is in charge of heaven.  You 
may be satisfied with your life or your religion but that does 
not mean that God is satisfied.  God is very holy.  You can't 
just get to heaven any way you please and you won't get to 
heaven with the sinful heart that you were born with.  You 
must first receive from God, a new heart that loves Him and 
His commandments: 
"A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do them." [Ezekiel 36:26-27] 
If God does not make you fit for heaven you will have to 
spend all eternity in hell, paying for your sins yourself: 
"whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire" [Rev. 20:15] 
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